
Members of the sixth-grade ELA team want to offer words of support and en-
couragement to your child: 

From Miss. Bartlett:  I hope you are staying safe and healthy. I miss seeing you everyday and 
can't wait to be back in our classroom together! Make sure you're staying on track with your 
reading. I'm sure lots of you are on pace to read more than me! Keep that motivation and positiv-
ity going. You all rock!  

From Mr. Burns & Mrs. Korsh: We hope you and your family are well.  There is a lot of uncer-
tainty in your life and the world, but you have a lot of internal strength that you’re revealing 
right now!  Stay positive.  Best wishes.  And remember always that ”Today is a great day to have 
a great day!” 

From Mrs. Poole & Mrs. K. Wagner: We miss you so much and are proud of all the work you 
have been completing at home. Keep your mind active and read everyday!  

From Mrs. Regan: Thank you to all of you who are working hard while we are confined to our 
homes. I miss your jokes and senses of humor. Until we return to school, please remember to 
read and jot every night.  

From Mrs. Zacher: Stay healthy and keep your mind working. I miss seeing your smiling faces. 
“Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift. That’s why we call it “The Pre-
sent.” - Eleanor Roosevelt 

From Mrs. Kendt: Stay well and healthy, and let’s use this as an opportunity to learn some new 
things together.  

From Mrs. Anthony: I miss you all so much! I hope you are keeping your minds and bodies 
active at home. Keep working hard!   

Words of encouragement 

Getting down to work 

The sixth-grade ELA team has pre-
pared review materials that will re-
inforce many of the skills addressed 
during the early months of the 
school year. Contained in this news-
letter is a brief overview of the ex-
pectations for students to maintain, 
and even grow, their reading and 
writing skills. We understand that 
our “new normal” may not allow for 
completion of all assignments on a 
regular schedule. While students are 

strongly encouraged to complete as 
many tasks as possible, independent 
reading is first and foremost on our 
to-do list.  

Please reach out to your child’s 
teacher or any member of the sixth-
grade ELA team with questions or 
concerns about the ELA materials. 
We are here to help you and your 
child make the most of these learn-
ing opportunities. 
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books or song lyrics. For those 

students that need a 

little prompting, we 

have developed mul-

tiple writing tasks for 

students to complete. 

In this time of social distancing, 

written communication has be-

come both essential and wel-

comed. We would 

love for students to 

share their writing 

with family, friends, 

and their teacher 

through email or any classroom 

messaging system. 

Students are encouraged to cre-

ate a written response each day. 

Some students may choose to 

keep a diary or journal of their 

daily experiences (ie. Personal 

narrative). Others may use this 

time to be creative and write 

short stories, poetry, comic 

Our Reading Workshop model encourages our students to make ap-

propriate book selections and develop sustained independent reading 

skills. In addition, through the workshop model, students have devel-

oped a habit of responding to their reading with a series of response 

prompts.  To grow their reading skills, students are strongly encour-

aged to read a minimum of 30-minutes daily using a book of their 

choice. While fiction is preferable, any book that peaks your child’s 

interest is acceptable. Depending on book availability, your child may 

have limited reading choices. Therefore, re-reading a book is fine. In 

addition, students should look to the list of Reading Response prompts 

to think more deeply about what they have read. Please encourage 

your child to talk about what they are reading, and to have discus-

sions about their book with family and friends (when possible). 

dents to practice their reading 

comprehension and vocabulary 

skills. Multiple reading passages 

are available, and can be com-

pleted in any order. Answer keys 

are provided for students to self-

assess. 

Students are encouraged to com-

plete a reading comprehension 

passage and questions selection 

every few days. These passages, 

both fiction and nonfiction, pro-

vide short opportunities for stu-

Page 2 

Writing Workshop 

Reading Workshop 

Additional reading activities 

Writing tasks can be 

completed in ANY order. 

SI XT H-GRA DE  E LA  

How to help if your child is 
struggling…. 

• Have your child read aloud to 
siblings, pets, or grandparents 
(over the phone) 

• Read the passages aloud to your 
child 

• Have your child type all written 
work, or have your child create 
a “video answer” for written 
responses 

• Step away from the work for a 
moment—be patient 

• Set a timer, or break the task up 
into manageable bits 

• Reward your child and yourself 
for task completion 

• Reach out to your child’s teach-
er for support 



March 2020 
 

Hello Families! 
 
We hope that this letter finds all of you well and healthy! This is a tough time for 
parents, students, and teachers, as we would all like life to go back to normal. Life 
WILL go back to normal, but this time-out is necessary to make sure that all of us stay 
healthy and safe. This time away from school is also an opportunity to use your time 
well.  Here are some things that you can do to make the world a better, happier place: 

• Read great books 
• Play board games 
• Write letters to grandmas and grandpas, or any other senior citizen that you know 

who may be feeling lonely. 

This is also precious time that we need to use to our advantage to keep up and make 
sure that our math skills stay sharp. We do not want to lose any of the progress that 
we have made over a very long and productive school year! 

To that end, your teachers have spent time collaborating, and developing a distance 
learning schedule for you to follow for the next few days. The plan includes a review 
of math lessons that we have completed, and supplemental IXL skills that go with 
each lesson. The schedule of lessons is attached. The materials can be found on the 
district website. 

Please do your best to keep up with the schedule so that we can finish 6th grade 
strong! 

And now a message to parents: 

If your child is struggling, show patience and be available as needed. If you have any 
questions, please contact your child’s math teacher directly. (see contact page) 

Here are some tips: 
• Try a few problems with your child before they try independently. We have 

included an answer key to help you. 
• Read the problem out loud to your child. 
• Use a multiplication chart, integers number line, or factor rainbow workmat as 

needed. 
• Search YouTube.com for short videos about how to solve the math problem. 
• Take a break and do something fun to relieve any tension. 

 
We are 6th Grade Strong! 



                         Teacher Contacts 

Please contact your math teacher if you have any difficulties with the work. We are here to help! 

Mr. Sabo: please use Bloomz or ssabo@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Mahoney: please use Class Dojo or smahoney@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Korsh: please use akorsh@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Keidel: please use Remind or kkeidel@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Young: please use Remind or cyoung@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Katie Wagner: please use Remind or kwagner@ntschools.org 

Mr. Kibrick: please use skibrick@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Anthony: please use Bloomz or kanthony@ntschools.org 

mailto:ssabo@ntschools.org
mailto:smahoney@ntschools.org
mailto:akorsh@ntschools.org
mailto:kkeidel@ntschools.org
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Day 1 

Worksheet: Factors 0-100 

IXL: C=1 (Divisibility Rules), E-5 
 
Day 2 
Worksheet: Greatest Common Factor 
IXL: E-7 
 

Day 3 

Worksheet: Least Common Multiple 

IXL: E-9, E-10, E-11 
 
Day 4 

Worksheet: Adding and subtracting Decimals 

IXL: G-1, G-2 
 
Day 5 
Worksheet: Multiplying and Dividing Decimals  
IXL: H-2, H-4 

 
Day 6 

Worksheet: Long Division 

IXL: C-5, C-6 
 
Day 7 
Worksheet: Decimal Division  
IXL: H-4, H-5, H-6 

Day 8 
  Worksheet: Multiplying Fractions and Mixed Numbers  
  IXL: K-3, K-6, K-7, K-13 
 
 Day 9 

   Worksheet: Dividing Fractions and Mixed Numbers 

   IXL: L-5, L-7, L-8 
 
  Day10 

    Worksheet: Ordering Positive and Negative Numbers 

    IXL: M-1, M-2, M-3, M-6 

https://www.ixl.com/


 
Day 11 

Worksheet: 4 Quadrant Graphing 

IXL: X-1, X-2, X-5 
 

Day 12 

Worksheet: Absolute Value 

IXL: M-4, M-5 
 

Day 13 
Worksheet: Reflections  
IXL: DD-8 
 



To our 6th grade mathematicians 

If you would like more practice than what is provided in the new thirteen day plan, 

please continue to work on the IXL’s we previously posted in March.  The April 

thirteen day plan is an aid to help offer structure.    While at home many of you 

have been working on IXLs at your own pace, keeping your math skills strong, and 

flexing those mathematician muscles.  As your teachers, we love logging into IXL 

and seeing all the great skills you are reinforcing and mastering.   

We are so proud of your effort.         

 

Please log into your ixl.com account.  If you forgot your password or need any help please contact your 

math teacher.  We are here for you.  

Mr. Sabo please use Bloomz or ssabo@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Mahoney please use Class Dojo or smahoney@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Korsh please use akorsh@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Keidel please use Remind or kkeidel@ntschools.org 

Mrs. Young please use Remind or cyoung@ntschools.org 

Mrs. KWagner please use Remind or kwagner@ntschools.org 

Mr. Kibrick please use skibrick@ntschools.org  

Mrs. Anthony please use Bloomz or  kanthony@ntschools.org 

Remember you can also use youtube.com or khanacademy.org if you need more help than IXL is giving. 

Here is the list of IXL skills that was posted in March.  There’s enough change happening lately.  We 

haven’t changed this on you.           Complete what you reasonably can.  Some of these you have 

already completed to 100 points in school.  We wanted to give you the entire list so you can use 

what you need.  It’s a long list so pace yourself.  

Grade 6 IXL.com 

The Number System 

The number system is where we are focusing for March and April. If you finish, feel free to move ahead.   

A7  Add and subtract whole number word problems 

B2  multiply whole numbers word problems 

C3 and C4 Division 

mailto:ssabo@ntschools.org
mailto:smahoney@ntschools.org
mailto:akorsh@ntschools.org
mailto:kkeidel@ntschools.org
mailto:cyoung@ntschools.org
mailto:kwagner@ntschools.org
mailto:skibrick@ntschools.org
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D1,D2,D3,D4,D5,D6 exponents 

D4, D7,D8,D9,D10,D11   factors, LCM, GCF 

F5 Decimal inequalities 

F6 Rounding decimals 

F8 Decimals on number lines 

G2 add and subtract decimals word problems 

H2, H5, H6,H7  multiply and divide decimals 

I12, I13 ,I14 ,I15 ordering and converting decimals and fractions 

J2, J4, J7 add and subtract fractions 

K7,K12,K14 multiply fractions 

L3,lL4,L5,L7, and L8  dividing fractions  

M3,M4,M5,M8, M9 integers 

O1, O2,O3,O4,O5,O6, O7, O8,O9 mixed operations 

P2,P3,P4,P6 comparing rational numbers 

Q2,Q3 multiple step word problems and reasonable answers 

 

Ratios and Proportions 

R1, R2,R3,R4,R5,R6,R7,R8,R9,R10, R11,R12,R13,R14,R15 Ratios and Rates 

T3,T6, T7, T8, Units of measurement 

V2 unit prices   V3 is more of a challenge 

Algebra 

X1,X2,X3,X4,X5X6 coordinate planes 

Y1, Y2,Y3,Y4,Y5,Y6,Y7,Y8,Y9,Y10,Y11,Y12,Y15,Y16,Y17 Expressions and properties 

Z1,Z2,Z3, Z4,Z5,Z6,Z7, Z8,Z9,Z10      Variable Equations 

AA1, AA2, AA3, AA4, AA5 One variable inequalities 

BB1,BB2,  Algebra 

CC1, CC4, CC6, CC7, CC8, Two dimensional figures 

DD8 reflections 

Geometry 

EE1, EE2, EE3, EE4 Three dimensional figures 

FF1, FF2,  Geometric measurement 



Review for Mrs. Young’s classes, new to Mr. Kibrick, Mr. Sabo, and Mrs. Kiedel so these are 

challenges for you.  FF3, Ff4, FF5, FF6 

 

*Mr. Kibrick’s Class* 

Please use your Pearsonsuccess.net accounts to access any review and practice lessons. 

Usernames and passwords were sent home at the beginning of the school year. If you need your 

students log in information, please email Mr. Kibrick at skibrick@ntschools.org   I will be happy 

to help.       

 

*Mrs. Young and Mrs. Wagner’s Class* 

Please utilize your Mobymax.com account. Mobymax is geared towards your own individual 

learning.  It has given you a pre-assessment and identified areas you should work on.   

If you have not become a fact master yet, please work on this every day until you are. Build 

those fact fluency math muscles!  

Please spend time each week working on the math tab.  Build those marvelous math brain cells! 

The school code is NY4782  (It will say Ohio.  That means you are in the right place.  I created 

the account when I taught at Ohio Elementary. It still thinks I’m there.)       
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Reading Response Questions 
 

1. Character and Point of View 

a. Which character taught you the most? What did he/she teach you and how? 

b. What choices di d the character have? What choices did they make? Why? 

c. How does the author reveal the character? (Look at what the character does, 

thinks, or says and/or what others say about the character.) 

d. Which characters change and which don’t? How is character change important in 

the story? 

e. What is the relationship between the protagonist and antagonist in the story? 

f. Who tells this story? Is this the best person to tell it? Why or why not? 

g. What other voices could tell the story? 

h. How would the story be different if told through another character’s eyes? 

2. Plot 

a. What is the conflict? How do you think it will be resolved? 

b. What do you think will happen next in the story and why do you think this will 

happen? 

c. Do you think the author is “hinting” at something without just coming out and 

“saying” it? What is the author hinting at and what clues helped you to infer what 

is happening? 

d. Do you think the story really could have happened? Why or why not? 

e. Do you have any unanswered questions about the story? What are they and why 

are you curious about them? 

f. How is the conflict resolved? Do you feel this was the best way to resolve it? 

Why or why not? 

3. Setting 

a. In another time and place, how would the story change? Where else could the 

story take place? 

b. Is the place important to the story? How? 

c. What words di the author use to describe the place? What can you hear, see, feel 

or smell as you read? 

d. How is the setting like another place you know? 

4. Theme 

a. What is the story really about? How do you know? 

b. Do you think the title is appropriate for the story? Why or why not? 

c. What does the story mean to you? Why? 

d. Why did the author write this story? Why do you think this? 

5. Personal & Textual Connections 

a. Do any of the characters remind you if someone in your life? Who and how? 

b. How are the characters, setting, and problems like those in other stories you have 

read? 

c. Were you reminded of anything in your own life while reading this story? Who 

and how? 

d. What does this story make you think or wonder about? 

e. What do you think now that you wouldn’t have thought before reading the book? 



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Setting goals, and keeping them, for the new
year

How do you set your sights on a new goal? What do you need to do to reach it? Photo by: Erik Isakson/Getty Images

Many people see New Year's Day as an important moment to start a change. They make

resolutions, or plans, to improve their lives. If you want to make a change, a plan is very helpful.

Hard work will help, too. Just remember, making a change takes time.

Setting Your Goals

Start by defining your goals and creating an action plan. There are three key steps to setting goals. 

Step 1: Think Big

Think about a big goal, or result, you want to make happen. Define what you want and why you

want it. Are you looking to be healthier, or do you want to learn something new? Is there

something else to change?

For example, you could set a goal like, "I want to get better grades."

By WikiHow staff editor, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.03.19
Word Count 711
Level 710L
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It could be tempting to try to change your whole life at once, but that can quickly get

overwhelming and make you quit. Instead, focus on one area at a time, such as getting healthier or

improving your study habits.

Step 2: Break Up Your Big Goal Into Smaller Steps

Once you set a big goal, break it down into smaller goals. If, for example, you want to improve your

mind, you may set the goals 0f reading more books, learning a new language and taking a new

class.

Make your steps as small as you need. Small first steps will make them feel doable. You can always

move up to bigger goals.

Step 3: Make An Action Plan

To make an action plan, you'll need to learn about your goal. Then you can set a timeline and

schedule. Set a realistic timeline to reach your goal. It may take longer than a year. A schedule

gives you regular time to work toward the goal.

If you're learning a new language, your action plan may be making a study schedule and looking at

language learning websites and apps. 

You might also need money for your goal. An action plan can include finding a way to pay. Keep in

mind that a new goal does not need to cost any money. Your school or local library has many

resources. These are often available for free. 

Getting Started

Gather supplies you need. Get ideas online. Make a list of the items and get them as soon as

possible.

You might want to learn a computer software language. The very first step could be getting an

instructional book. Do you have a computer to use? If not, find out where you could use one, such

as your local library. Taking these first steps will help you feel like you're already working towards

your goal.

Start with your first, easiest goal. Start working on a steady schedule before adding more

goals. When learning a language, for example, you start with simple words. You have to learn the

words before you can read an entire book.

Find a partner. Going through challenges with someone you trust, like a friend or family member,

can give you strength and make it fun.

You might be able to find a club where others share your goal. You can speak with others who

understand your goals and may help with creative solutions.

Working Through Your Action Plan

Any major goal will feel challenging at first. Focus on completing the first item on your schedule

without worrying about the next one, then move on once you've finished.
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Find small rewards for reaching goals. Pick rewards you truly enjoy. Play your favorite song, take a

long bath or watch your favorite show to push yourself.

Keeping Yourself Motivated

Track when you meet small goals to stay on schedule. If getting in shape, for example, track how

far you biked or ran with tables and maps. Get creative! This can help keep you motivated. 

If learning a new skill, try writing a little every day about what comes easier now. Consider using a

goal-tracking app to keep track of your improvements easily.

Talk about your goal. Let people know how far you have come. Tell friends and family. Another

idea is to start a blog or website about your journey. 

Your goals can change. That's normal. A great thing about goals is that you can always make new

ones.



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Quiz

1 How does the information in the section “Keeping Yourself Motivated” support the MAIN idea of the article?

(A) It explains when many people make plans to improve their lives.

(B) It describes ways to help people to stick with the goals they set.

(C) It gives ideas of how to gather supplies to accomplish goals.

(D) It shows three steps to take to set goals for making a change.

2 Which sentence summarizes the entire article?

(A) Many people want to make changes to their lives, and so they find ways to get money to pay for the
goals.

(B) There are three key steps to setting goals, and one of those steps includes making an action plan that
has a timeline.

(C) To make a change in your life, you should define your goals, create an action plan, and then start
working on completing the plan.

(D) When you make a plan to change your life, you should give yourself small rewards that you enjoy and
tell your family about it.

3 Read the following paragraph from the section “Step 1: Think Big."

It could be tempting to try to change your whole life at once, but that can quickly get
overwhelming and make you quit. Instead, focus on one area at a time, such as getting healthier
or improving your study habits.

What is the structure of this paragraph?

(A) list

(B) events in order

(C) comparison

(D) problem and solution

4 Read the paragraph in the section "Getting Started."

Start with your first, easiest goal. Start working on a steady schedule before adding more goals.
When learning a language, for example, you start with simple words. You have to learn the words
before you can read an entire book.

What does this paragraph do in the section?

(A) It introduces a problem with setting goals.

(B) It compares two easy goals that are different.

(C) It explains an effect of starting with the easiest goal.

(D) It describes how people can begin working on a goal.
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Answer Key

1 How does the information in the section “Keeping Yourself Motivated” support the MAIN idea of the article?

(A) It explains when many people make plans to improve their lives.

(B) It describes ways to help people to stick with the goals they set.

(C) It gives ideas of how to gather supplies to accomplish goals.

(D) It shows three steps to take to set goals for making a change.

2 Which sentence summarizes the entire article?

(A) Many people want to make changes to their lives, and so they find ways to get money to pay for the
goals.

(B) There are three key steps to setting goals, and one of those steps includes making an action plan that
has a timeline.

(C) To make a change in your life, you should define your goals, create an action plan, and then start
working on completing the plan.

(D) When you make a plan to change your life, you should give yourself small rewards that you enjoy and
tell your family about it.

3 Read the following paragraph from the section “Step 1: Think Big."

It could be tempting to try to change your whole life at once, but that can quickly get
overwhelming and make you quit. Instead, focus on one area at a time, such as getting healthier
or improving your study habits.

What is the structure of this paragraph?

(A) list

(B) events in order

(C) comparison

(D) problem and solution

4 Read the paragraph in the section "Getting Started."

Start with your first, easiest goal. Start working on a steady schedule before adding more goals.
When learning a language, for example, you start with simple words. You have to learn the words
before you can read an entire book.

What does this paragraph do in the section?

(A) It introduces a problem with setting goals.

(B) It compares two easy goals that are different.

(C) It explains an effect of starting with the easiest goal.

(D) It describes how people can begin working on a goal.



The Code of Hammurabi

The Code of Hammurabi
by ReadWorks

Section of the Code of Hammurabi

We may take for granted the existence of written laws. Many people grow up with the understanding 
that certain laws exist. If you fail to stop at a stop sign in your car, you will likely receive a fine. 
Refusal to pay your taxes can result in a prison sentence. In some states, killing another human being 
can even result in the death penalty.

The U.S. Constitution, the supreme law of the United States of America, was written to ensure that 
everyone knows the laws of living in this country. Instead of allowing a single ruler to impose his or 
her will, people are required to follow a set of written laws. Breaking them comes with certain 
punishments. Based on the code of laws, a judge determines the punishment for a particular crime. 
Committing murder is a much larger crime than running a red light. Thus, the punishment for murder 
is much greater than failing to stop at a red light.

Written laws existed long before the U.S. Constitution. Historians trace the creation of written laws to 
around 1772 B.C. At that time, what we now consider Iraq was known as Mesopotamia. And the ruler 
of Mesopotamia was a man named King Hammurabi. Hammurabi was a member of the Babylonian 
ReadWorks.org · © 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Code of Hammurabi

people. He was also a talented military leader and a smart governor. It was he who is credited with 
creating the first written laws.

Hammurabi's Code often required the criminal to receive the same injury that he or she had inflicted 
on a victim in an effort to make the punishment fit the crime. Such laws may seem harsh today, but 
they were intended to prevent society from descending into chaos and disorder. They helped to 
advance the rule of law in Mesopotamia.

Hammurabi created 282 laws, which dealt with aspects of everyday life. Crimes came with specific 
penalties, and many of them were punishable by death. The laws were inscribed on a stone pillar, 
and became known as Hammurabi's Code. To ensure that everyone knew all 282 laws, they were 
also probably read aloud in public on a regular basis. That way, no one could be excused for 
committing a crime because of not knowing the law. Laws in the United States function in a similar 
way. The United States government usually allows people full access to its laws, so the fact that you 
don't know that running a red light is illegal in the U.S. does not excuse you from paying a fine for 
doing so.

One of many differences between Hammurabi's Code and the U.S. Constitution is that the laws in 
Hammurabi's Code often depended on social standing. Soldiers and noblemen had certain rights that 
ordinary citizens and poor people did not. Still, the existence of laws prevented a future single ruler 
from imposing his will on the populace.

Hammurabi's Code also dealt with similar issues that we confront in our own justice system today. 
The laws covered issues related to trade, marriage, taxes, theft, and murder, among other things. To 
create the code, the king collected laws from different regions of Mesopotamia and compiled them 
into a single rulebook. If a person was accused of a crime, that person would face a judge. This judge 
would determine whether the accused person was innocent or guilty of the crime. If the person was 
found guilty, then the judge would prescribe the appropriate punishment as written in Hammurabi's 
Code.

Here's an example of how Hammurabi's Code might have been used in Mesopotamia. Imagine a 
shepherd is accused of stealing a sheep that was taken from a nobleman's flock. The shepherd and 
the nobleman are both brought before a judge. The nobleman introduces a witness. The witness 
claims to have seen the shepherd in the nobleman's field the night before the nobleman realized one 
of his sheep was missing. Then, the witness says, "The shepherd picked a sheep up and ran off with 
it in the direction of his own property." The witness is certain it was the same man because she got a 
good look at the shepherd's face and he was wearing the same hat that he now has on during this 
"trial." Later, the nobleman points out that the sheep found at the shepherd's place was marked with 
the nobleman's brand.  

In an attempt to defend himself, the shepherd claims he purchased the sheep from a man in town. 
The shepherd names the man in town, and that man is also brought before the judge. The man says 
that he has never seen the shepherd and also that he was not selling sheep in the market on the day 
that the shepherd says he bought the sheep. The man continues to say that he was visiting his 
daughters. The man's daughters and their husbands act as witnesses and confirm that he was not in 
the market on said day.

Since the shepherd's story of purchasing a sheep from the marketplace has been cast into doubt by 
witnesses, the judge determines that he is guilty of stealing the sheep. The judge consults 
ReadWorks.org · © 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Code of Hammurabi

Hammurabi's Code.

Law number eight states: "If any one steals cattle or sheep, or an ass, or a pig or a goat, if it belongs 
to a god or to the court, the thief shall pay thirtyfold therefor." This means that if a man steals a sheep 
that's owned by the ruling class in Mesopotamia, he would be required to pay 30 times the amount of 
the sheep's worth. The law continues: "If they belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay 
tenfold; if the thief has nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death." Because the shepherd is 
found guilty of stealing the sheep from a nobleman and noblemen are considered to be members of 
the court, the shepherd is required to pay 30 times the cost of the sheep based on the law. According 
to Hammurabi's Code, if the shepherd does not have enough money to cover his payment, he will be 
put to death.

Fortunately for the shepherd, he has many other sheep in his flock. He sells 30 of his sheep and pays 
the nobleman. As a result, the shepherd now has only three sheep left in his flock.
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The Code of Hammurabi - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is Hammurabi's Code?

A. a collection of 282 laws believed to be the first written laws

B. a group of soldiers and noblemen who lived in ancient Mesopotamia

C. the ancient idea that a punishment should fit the crime

D. the punishment for stealing sheep from a nobleman in ancient Mesopotamia

2. What does this passage describe?

A. the origin and meaning of the word "judge"

B. what Mesopotamian society was like before written law

C. the life and death of the Mesopotamian King Hammurabi

D. the function and influence of the first written laws

3. Read these sentences from the text.

In an effort to make the punishment fit the crime, Hammurabi's Code often required the 

criminal to receive the same injury that he or she had inflicted on a victim. Such laws 

may seem harsh today, but they were intended to prevent society from descending into 

chaos and disorder. 

Based on this evidence, what might King Hammurabi have wanted to promote in 

society?

A. chaos and confusion 

B. justice and order 

C. anger and violence

D. wealth and fortune 

4. How might Hammurabi's Code have prevented a single ruler from imposing, or 

forcing, his or her will on people?

A. by convincing the public that a ruler always wants what is best for the people

B. by punishing a ruler for trying to change the Code

C. by forcing a ruler to get people to agree on a new law before adding it to the Code

D. by preventing the ruler from making up new laws that were not mentioned in the Code
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5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. In the time of Hammurabi's Code, it was illegal for a shepherd to steal a sheep from 
the flock of a nobleman.

B. The U.S. Constitution is mostly based on the ideas and laws mentioned in 
Hammurabi's Code.

C. Hammurabi's code and the U.S. Constitution differ in that the laws in Hammurabi's 
Code often depended on social standing.

D. Hammurabi's Code was the first collection of written law and advanced the rule of law 
in Mesopotamia.

6. Why might the author have described the imaginary trial of the shepherd who stole 

the nobleman's sheep? 

A. to show that the shepherd did not commit the crime of which he was accused

B. to show that a single ruler could impose his or her will on other people

C. to show how Hammurabi's Code might apply to a specific situation

D. to convince the reader that Hammurabi's Code was unfair in its punishments

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

All 282 laws of Hammurabi's Code were also probably read aloud in public on a regular 

basis _________ no one could be excused for committing a crime because of not 

knowing the law.

A. although

B. however

C. above all

D. so that

8. What does law number eight of Hammurabi's Code describe the punishment for?

9. In the example of the trial of the shepherd, how did the judge determine the 

shepherd's punishment for stealing the nobleman's sheep?

10. Why is it important for laws to be written down? Support your answer with at least 

two pieces of evidence from the text.
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1. What is Hammurabi's Code?

A. a collection of 282 laws believed to be the first written laws

B. a group of soldiers and noblemen who lived in ancient Mesopotamia

C. the ancient idea that a punishment should fit the crime

D. the punishment for stealing sheep from a nobleman in ancient Mesopotamia

2. What does this passage describe?

A. the origin and meaning of the word "judge"

B. what Mesopotamian society was like before written law

C. the life and death of the Mesopotamian King Hammurabi

D. the function and influence of the first written laws

3. Read these sentences from the text.

In an effort to make the punishment fit the crime, Hammurabi's Code often required the 

criminal to receive the same injury that he or she had inflicted on a victim. Such laws 

may seem harsh today, but they were intended to prevent society from descending into 

chaos and disorder. 

Based on this evidence, what might King Hammurabi have wanted to promote in 

society?

A. chaos and confusion 

B. justice and order 

C. anger and violence

D. wealth and fortune 

4. How might Hammurabi's Code have prevented a single ruler from imposing, or 

forcing, his or her will on people?

A. by convincing the public that a ruler always wants what is best for the people

B. by punishing a ruler for trying to change the Code

C. by forcing a ruler to get people to agree on a new law before adding it to the Code

D. by preventing the ruler from making up new laws that were not mentioned in the 
Code
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5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. In the time of Hammurabi's Code, it was illegal for a shepherd to steal a sheep from 
the flock of a nobleman.

B. The U.S. Constitution is mostly based on the ideas and laws mentioned in 
Hammurabi's Code.

C. Hammurabi's code and the U.S. Constitution differ in that the laws in Hammurabi's 
Code often depended on social standing.

D. Hammurabi's Code was the first collection of written law and advanced the rule 
of law in Mesopotamia.

6. Why might the author have described the imaginary trial of the shepherd who stole 

the nobleman's sheep? 

A. to show that the shepherd did not commit the crime of which he was accused

B. to show that a single ruler could impose his or her will on other people

C. to show how Hammurabi's Code might apply to a specific situation

D. to convince the reader that Hammurabi's Code was unfair in its punishments

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

All 282 laws of Hammurabi's Code were also probably read aloud in public on a regular 

basis _________ no one could be excused for committing a crime because of not 

knowing the law.

A. although

B. however

C. above all

D. so that

8. What does law number eight of Hammurabi's Code describe the punishment for?

Law number eight describes the punishment for stealing cattle, sheep, an 

ass, a pig, or a goat.
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9. In the example of the trial of the shepherd, how did the judge determine the 

shepherd's punishment for stealing the nobleman's sheep?

The judge determined the shepherd's punishment by consulting 

Hammurabi's Code and seeing what punishment is described for the crime 

committed.

10. Why is it important for laws to be written down? Support your answer with at least 

two pieces of evidence from the text.

Answers may vary but should be supported by the text. Students may 

respond that having written laws prevents single rulers from imposing 

their will upon the populace. Written laws are also important for ensuring 

that everyone is aware of the law so that they cannot escape punishment 

simply for not knowing the law. Written laws also ensure that 

punishments fit the crime, and prevent people (like rulers or a judge) from 

arbitrarily creating or adjusting punishments.
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Plate Tectonics 

 

As solid as the earth may seem, there are always parts of its crust that are moving at an incredibly slow  

rate. Since the 1940s and 1950s, steady advancement in technology has allowed geologists to better 

understand the movement of the earth's plates and how these plates work.   

The surface of the earth is made up of several crustal plates. Think of a massive puzzle. Instead of little  

cardboard cutouts, the puzzle pieces are gigantic slabs of rock that cover the earth. This "puzzle" sits right 

on top of the mantle's fluid and extremely hot layer, which is made up of several elements, the most  

prevalent being oxygen, silicon, and magnesium. The crust is divided into two types: oceanic crust and  

continental crust. As you can guess, the oceanic crust is composed of the pieces that cover the ocean 

floor, and the continental crust forms our continents. 

Oceanic Crust 

You may think that the ocean floor is stationary, meaning it doesn't move. However, that's not the case at 

all. The ocean floor is always moving, though at a very slow rate. In the past, geologists have mapped the  

ocean floor. By doing so, they discovered a large mountain range that lies underwater in between  

continents. This mountain range is called the mid-oceanic ridge. 

As we learned before, the mantle is found directly underneath crustal plates. Since the mantle is made of  

very hot material, we find "convection currents" within this layer of the earth. Hot material at the deepest  

part of the mantle rises, then cools once it reaches the surface, then sinks back into the mantle, only to be  

reheated and rise again, repeating the cycle. Convection currents in the mantle cause the oceanic ridges  

to rise and form mountains. This is where many scientists say new crust is being generated. The hot 

magma from the mantle rises up between tectonic plates and spreads outward. So, as this happens, the  

earth's crust moves very slowly, carrying the continents with it. How slowly? Scientists measure the  

"spreading rate" in units of millimeters per year, with the faster rates measuring about 80 to 120 

millimeters per year. 

Types of Boundaries 

Convergent boundaries are points at which tectonic plates move into one another. This can result in the  

formation of mountain ranges (like the Himalayas) as continental plates push against one another. Or it  

can result in something called subduction, where one plate rises over another as they collide, and the  

other sinks underneath. This also can form a mountain range, just in a different process. The plate that 

slowly slips underneath the other plate then melts in the mantle. 



Divergent boundaries, on the other hand, are boundaries at which plates are pushed away from one  

another. These occur both in the ocean and on land. In the ocean, hot magma from within the earth rises 

out from deep-sea trenches where the plates are pushed farther away from each other. On land, plates  

are pulled apart as part of a chain reaction beginning with the movements happening in the ocean. The  

Great Rift Valley in Africa is an example of this. If the plates continue to be pulled apart there, eastern  

Africa can split from the continent to form a new landmass. But that won't take place for millions of years  

since the process happens so slowly. 

The last type is a transform boundary, one that involves plates sliding against each other. The San 

Andreas Fault in California is an example of this. The motion of tectonic plates sliding against one another 

can sometimes cause earthquakes, some quite large and devastating. Transform boundaries are also 

called strike-slip faults due to the motion they make. This type of relatively fast plate movement that 

causes earthquakes is the only one we can really feel. Since the other plate shifts are so slow and  

gradual, we don't feel them. 

Pangaea 

Scientists have discovered that our continents were not always the same shape or in the locations they  

are in now. Our continents have changed and drifted closer together or farther apart over the course of  

billions of years. The most recent time when all the continents were part of the same landmass happened 

about 300 million years ago. Scientists have named this huge landmass Pangaea, calling it a "supercontinent." It existed  

when dinosaurs roamed our planet. Seventy million years later, Pangaea started to shift apart. When this happened, it  

broke into two pieces: Laurasia and Gondwana. Laurasia later broke up into Eurasia and North America, while Gondwana  

separated into Australia, South America, Africa, and Antarctica to make our earth look like it does today. And since our  

continents are still drifting, it is very possible that we will have another super-continent hundreds of millions of years  

from now. 

What information supports all of this? If you look closely at a map of the earth, you can kind of see where 

the continents possibly used to fit together. South America looks like it could slide right into Africa and the  

two would fit together. So scientists began to speculate. But it wasn't enough to assume our cont inents 

were once a single landmass just because they look like they could fit together. Therefore, scientists  

began looking at fossils on different continents. They found similar fossils on Australia and southern Asia.  

They also found that there were very similar types of rock on the western coast of Africa and the eastern 

coast of South America. The support lay in the fossils of the animals and plants on the different continents.  

We can only wonder what the earth will look like in another hundred million years! 

 



1. What are the two types of crust on the earth’s surface?  

a)  continental and silicon  

b)  transform and oceanic  

c)  oceanic and continental  

d)  divergent and convergent  

 

2. What does the author compare the earth’s surface to?  

a)  dinner plates  

b)  a massive puzzle  

c)  the ocean  

d)  an earthquake  

 

3. Crustal movements can be dangerous to humans. 

What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?  

a)  Plate movement at transform boundaries can sometimes cause earthquakes, some quite large and devastating.  

b)  Plate movement at convergent boundaries can result in the formation of mountain ranges like the Himalayas.  

c)  The spreading rate of some continents can reach 120 millimeters per year.  

d)  As solid as the earth may seem, there are always parts of its crust moving at incredibly slow rates.  

 

4. Crustal movements in one location can affect locations far away. 

What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?  

a)  Steady advancement in technology has allowed geologists to better understand plate tectonics.  

b)  The mantle is made up of elements like oxygen, silicon, and magnesium.  

c)  Geologists mapped the ocean floor and discovered the mid-oceanic ridge.  

d)  Divergent boundaries in the ocean create a chain reaction that pulls plates apart on land.  

 

5. What is the main idea of this text?  

a)  Pangaea was a “super-continent” that existed about 300 million years ago.  

b)  Plate tectonics cause the earth’s surface to shift and change in various ways.  

c)  Scientists discovered similar fossil types and rock types on different continents.  

d)  Crustal movements create convergent, divergent, and transform boundaries.  

 



6. Read this sentence from the text. 

“As you can guess, the oceanic crust is composed of the pieces that cover the ocean floor, and the continental crust 

forms our continents.” 

As used in the text, what does the word "composed" mean?  

a)  studied  

b)  divided  

c)  made up  

d)  shifted  

 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence. 

The continents are slowly but constantly changing in location. ________, the continents used to form a single landmass 

called Pangaea but gradually drifted apart.  

a)  For example  

b)  Currently  

c)  Including  

d)  Above all  

 

8. What are convection currents?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9)  How do convection currents help form underwater mountains? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10)  Explain two ways in which changes on the earth’s surface are connected to changes below the earth’s surface.  

Support your answer with evidence from the text. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  



ANSWERS 

1)  c 

2)  b 

3) a 

4) d 

5) b 

6) c 

7) a 

8)  Convection currents are repeated movements within the mantle. Hot material from the deepest parts rises, then 

cools at the surface, then sinks, only to be reheated and rise again.  

9) As the hot magma rises, it comes up between tectonic plates and spreads outward, causing the oceanic ridge s to rise 

and form mountains.1)  As the hot magma rises, it comes up between tectonic plates and spreads outward, causing the 

oceanic ridges to rise and form mountains. 

10) (Answers may vary as long as they are supported by evidence from the text.) First, convection currents in the mantle 

(below the earth’s surface) cause hot magma to rise up between tectonic plates and spread new crust outward on the 

surface of the ocean floor. Second, these convection currents also cause chain reactions that pull plates apart on land. 

This creates changes on the earth’s surface like the Great Rift Valley in Africa.  

 

 



How To Trick Your Sister

How To Trick Your Sister
by ReadWorks

The plan was perfect. Rick had been working on it all week: in Math class, English class, and History 
class. He sat in the back of the room, deep in thought. To the teacher, it looked like he was taking 
notes. In fact, he was taking notes-but not on Algebra, To Kill a Mockingbird, or the Spanish-
American War. Rick was a schemer, and now he had dreamed up the greatest scheme of his career.

He was going to ruin his sister's birthday party.

Rick didn't have anything against Emily. She was a nice enough sister. She helped him do the dishes, 
she kept out of his room, and on long car trips, she let him sleep when he wanted to sleep. But Rick 
loved playing tricks, and when it came to tricks, there was no better target than Emily.

She liked her life to be orderly. She liked everything in its place. When she was taking notes in 
school, she used nine different pens-all different colors-in an organizational scheme so complex, it 
would take FBI scientists weeks to decode it.
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Rick was not like that at all. He was a messy kid. He liked his bedroom to be covered in dirty clothes 
and crumpled-up paper. He liked his music loud and his fireworks louder. And surprises were his 
favorite thing in the world.

The notebook he used in the back of math class didn't say "MATH" on it. It said, "Surprises-Top 
Secret! Do Not Open!" In it were the records of every trick he had ever played. There was the time he 
made his sister think all her dolls had moved away. There was the time he'd hidden Dad's car keys 
and made him two hours late for work. And there was his last great accomplishment-the time he 
disconnected the oven, and made Mom think that Thanksgiving dinner would never be finished.

That last trick would be hard for most kids, but Rick, though he never did great in school, was smart 
with his hands. His father was a mechanic, and had shown him all sorts of neat things he could do 
with machines. Rick could fix washing machines, dishwashers, showers and garage door openers. 
He could also, when it suited him, disconnect them completely.

"I am a mechanical wizard," he wrote in his notebook. "No! A genius. Better yet-an evil genius."

This was going to be his greatest triumph. All he needed was a remote control, a few bits of radio 
equipment and two dozen small fireworks. If there were a Nobel Prize for evil, he thought he would 
win it, for sure.

The night before her party, Emily couldn't sleep. It was always like that when she was excited. She 
kept playing the party over in her mind. All the girls from her class were coming and everyone was 
going to have a wonderful time. With her mother's help, Emily had planned everything down to the 
last detail. She had filled a binder with plans for games they would play, stories she would tell and 
outfits she might wear. She had settled on a pale green dress with matching sandals. It was a simple 
outfit, but that was perfect. She didn't want anyone to know how much she was looking forward to 
this.

The girls at school were nice to Emily, but there were none who would call her their friend. She was a 
shy person. In class, she always knew the answer, but never raised her hand. When she was with the 
other girls, she was like that too. Even when she knew the right thing to say, her mouth would freeze. 
She couldn't say it. At night she would torture herself with the knowledge that she was funny, 
charming and smart. She just didn't know how to make that side of her come out.

Perhaps it would happen at her party. Perhaps she would emerge from her shell like a very organized 
butterfly. Perhaps at school the next week, she would have friends.

If the party didn't work, it certainly wouldn't be her fault. This would be the finest birthday party of the 
season. The napkins would be colorful. The games would be fresh and exciting. And the cupcakes 
would be out of this world.

"Are you sure you want cupcakes?" her mother had asked. "Maybe I'm old-fashioned, but I don't see 
what's wrong with a nice ordinary caramel cake. I'll make you one myself!"

"I know you will, Mom," said Emily. "You've made one for me every year since I was born. Caramel 
cakes are delicious, but they're boring. Cupcakes are popular. Cupcakes are fun."

Her mom agreed. They would have cupcakes: two dozen of them in every color of the frosting 
rainbow. To keep Rick away from them, her mother had placed them under lock-and-key. She had 
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arranged for his friend Andy to come over during the party. They would be in the basement playing 
video games the entire afternoon. Emily didn't think it was possible for Rick to ruin her party if he 
wasn't allowed out of the basement.

She hadn't counted on a remote control.

Rick was proud of his handiwork. Each firework was attached to a tiny remote detonator, the size of a 
pea. He stashed them in the back of the pantry, the morning of the party, before his mother made him 
go into the basement to hang out with Andy.

"You two just stay down here until all the girls have gone home," his mom said. "I don't want you 
doing anything that might upset your sister."

"I promise I won't come through that door until the party is over," said Rick. His mom didn't 
understand why he was smiling.

In the basement, Mom had laid out a platter of sandwiches, soda, and cookies for Rick and Andy, but 
Rick was too excited to eat. From upstairs, he heard the telltale signs of a girl's birthday party: 
screaming, squealing and laughter loud enough to shatter a window.

"It sounds like they're having a lot of fun up there," said Andy, who wished he could be part of the 
party.

"Not for long," said Rick. "Hand me that step ladder."

He had promised his mother he wouldn't come through the door, and he was going to keep that 
promise. There was a small window on the far side of the basement, just big enough for him to crawl 
through. With Andy holding the ladder, Rick unlatched the window, squirmed through the frame, and 
crawled into the backyard.

"Wait here," said Rick. "Don't close the window. I'll be back in five minutes."

"Can I play FIFA?" asked Andy.

"You can play whatever you want! Just don't close this window."

He army-crawled around the house to the door that led into the kitchen. Through the window, he saw 
his mother arranging the cupcakes on a tray. It was nearly time to strike.

In Rick's family, the tradition was to sing "Happy Birthday" while the cake was still in the kitchen. Only 
when the song was over would mom bring out the cupcakes, candles lit, and frosting shimmering. 
This was Rick's opportunity.

Mom went into the dining room and the singing started. Moving quickly but silently, Rick opened the 
kitchen door and went to work, nestling a tiny firework in the bottom of each cupcake. He resisted the 
urge to eat one of the little cakes. This was no time to goof around. By the time the song had finished, 
the cakes appeared undisturbed, and Rick had disappeared.

"All right girls," said Mom. "Here we go! Cupcakes, just like I promised."

"I want the green one!" said Rachel McKeown.
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"I want the red one!" said Angela Beck.

"I want the pink one and the yellow one and the blue one and the rainbow one!" said Mary Kucan, 
who really loved cupcakes.

"Hold on, hold on, hold on," said Mom. "There's plenty for everybody. The one with the rainbow is for 
Emily."

"Thanks Mom," said Emily, as she placed the cupcake on the plate.

"These look awesome," said Angela.

"Totally," said Rachel.

"I want to eat them all," said Mary. "Can I eat all of them?"

"This is perfect, Mom," said Emily. "Thanks so much."

And it was perfect. Everyone from school was here, and they were all having a great time. Emily had 
been funny; she had been fun. "This is the best party any of my friends have ever thrown," Rachel 
had told her. No one at school had ever called her "friend" before. The party had gone wonderfully, 
and Rick couldn't spoil it now.

"All right, girls," said Mom. "Dig in."

And that was when the explosions started. Two dozen little pops-like hail falling on a tin roof-went 
off, one after the other. When the girls' ears stopped ringing, there was smoke in the air and icing 
covering every surface: pink icing on the table, green icing on the ceiling and rainbow icing all over 
Emily's green dress. After a moment, the silence was broken. Emily started to cry.

As the tears began to slip from her eyes, she felt a firm grip on her elbow. "Don't," said Rachel. "Do 
not cry. We're going to get him. Say it with me. We are going to get him."

"We are?" said Emily.

"He's pretty handy, isn't he? Are you good with machines too?"

"I guess so. My dad taught us all sorts of things."

"Then we'll need a little motor and a lot of fishing line."

"What are we going to do with it?"

"Tell me," said Rachel, with a mischievous grin spreading across her face. "What is your brother's 
favorite thing in the world?"

It was an hour before Mom let Rick out of the basement. She was furious. But she was so confused 
and upset, that she didn't even know how to punish him yet.

"Go to your room," she said from the top of the basement stairs.

"Why?" he asked. "What happened? I was down here the whole time. Wasn't I, Andy?"
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Andy didn't say anything. He was too smart to get involved in family fights. He slipped out behind 
Rick's mother, and went to wait for his father to pick him up. Mom stood there, jaw clenched and face 
red.

"Just go to your room," she said. "Go!"

Rick whistled quietly as he walked to his bedroom, pausing in the dining room to inspect the scene of 
the carnage. In his head, he began imagining the way he would write this down in his journal of nasty 
tricks. Never before, he thought, has a birthday party been so thoroughly ruined. This one will go 
down in history. At the table, Emily and one of the other girls from school-Rachel, maybe?-sat 
quietly. They said nothing to him as he passed them by, whistling just a teeny bit louder.

He opened his bedroom door and found everything just the way he liked it. Clothes were piled on the 
floor, dirty cups and bowls were on all the windowsills, and his journal was just where it was supposed 
to be-hidden behind the bookshelf by the door. As he reached for it, he heard a whirring noise, and 
the journal jumped away from his hand.

"What the heck?" he said. He grabbed for the journal but it jumped away again, slipping across the 
floor like a gecko. Someone had tied a string to it, and the string was connected to some unseen 
machine. He chased the journal across the room, into the hallway and down the stairs. It gained 
speed as it was dragged into the dining room. He took the corner too fast, slipped on a piece of cake 
and watched helplessly as his life's work was dragged through gobs of icing.

"Stop it!" he said. "It's getting icing all over! Emily-stop it!"

Emily said nothing, but Rachel allowed herself a tiny smile. By the time Rick was on his feet again, 
the journal had been dragged into the hallway. He chased it all around the first floor-from the kitchen 
to the living room and back one last time into the dining room, where he slipped a second time. He 
followed the book into the den but didn't see where it had gone. Finally, he heard a crackling sound, 
and saw his journal burning in the fireplace. It was already too late to save.

Rick burst into the dining room, face red with icing and rage.

"You!" he said. "You destroyed my journal. You, you, you!  You played a terrible trick on me!"

"I don't know what you're talking about," said Emily, as she licked a bit of icing off her finger. "You can 
ask my friend, Rachel. We were here the entire time."
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How To Trick Your Sister - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What trick does Rick play on his sister?

A. He hides her car keys and makes her two hours late for work.

B. He disconnects the oven and makes her think that Thanksgiving dinner will never be 
finished.

C. He sets off fireworks inside the cupcakes at her birthday party.

D. He attaches a string to her notebook and uses a motor to pull it into the fireplace.

2. What is the resolution at the end of the story?

A. Tears begin to slip from Emily's eyes because the cupcake icing has gotten 
everywhere.

B. Emily keeps playing the party over in her mind instead of going to sleep.

C. Emily feels a firm grip on her elbow and tells Rachel that she is good with machines.

D. Emily takes revenge on her brother by pulling his journal into the fireplace with a 
string and motor.

3. Emily is excited for her birthday party.     

What evidence from the passage supports this statement?

A. Emily cannot fall asleep the night before the party.

B. Emily helps her brother do the dishes and lets him sleep on long car trips.

C. Emily uses nine different pens to take notes in school.

D. Angela Beck wants to eat the red cupcake.

4. Why does Rick decide to ruin his sister's birthday party?

A. He is a messy kid who likes his bedroom to be covered in dirty clothes.

B. His sister's birthday party is a great opportunity for playing a trick.

C. He can fix washing machines, dishwashers, showers, and garage door openers.

D. He army-crawls around the house to the door that leads to the kitchen.
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How To Trick Your Sister - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this story mostly about?

A. a girl who wants to eat all the cupcakes at someone else's birthday party

B. a trick that a boy plays on his sister and the trick she plays in return

C. a mother who gets mad when her son plays a trick on her daughter

D. a journal that a boy uses to keep a record of the tricks he plays on people

6. Read the following sentences: "He sat in the back of the room, deep in thought. To 

the teacher, it looked like he was taking notes."

What does the phrase deep in thought mean?

A. It means that someone is sitting in a short chair very close to the floor.

B. It means that someone is sitting in a tall chair very far from the floor.

C. It means that someone is thinking a lot about something.

D. It means that someone is not thinking very much about something.

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Rick tricks Emily; _______ Emily tricks Rick.

A. in contrast

B. for instance

C. first

D. then

8. What trick does Emily play on Rick?

9. Why does Emily play a trick on Rick? Support your answer with evidence from the 

story.

10. How does Emily feel at the end of the story? Explain your answer with evidence 

from the passage.
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How To Trick Your Sister - Comprehension Questions Answer Key

1. What trick does Rick play on his sister?

A. He hides her car keys and makes her two hours late for work.

B. He disconnects the oven and makes her think that Thanksgiving dinner will never be 
finished.

C. He sets off fireworks inside the cupcakes at her birthday party.

D. He attaches a string to her notebook and uses a motor to pull it into the fireplace.

2. What is the resolution at the end of the story?

A. Tears begin to slip from Emily's eyes because the cupcake icing has gotten 
everywhere.

B. Emily keeps playing the party over in her mind instead of going to sleep.

C. Emily feels a firm grip on her elbow and tells Rachel that she is good with machines.

D. Emily takes revenge on her brother by pulling his journal into the fireplace with 
a string and motor.

3. Emily is excited for her birthday party.     

What evidence from the passage supports this statement?

A. Emily cannot fall asleep the night before the party.

B. Emily helps her brother do the dishes and lets him sleep on long car trips.

C. Emily uses nine different pens to take notes in school.

D. Angela Beck wants to eat the red cupcake.

4. Why does Rick decide to ruin his sister's birthday party?

A. He is a messy kid who likes his bedroom to be covered in dirty clothes.

B. His sister's birthday party is a great opportunity for playing a trick.

C. He can fix washing machines, dishwashers, showers, and garage door openers.

D. He army-crawls around the house to the door that leads to the kitchen.
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How To Trick Your Sister - Comprehension Questions Answer Key

5. What is this story mostly about?

A. a girl who wants to eat all the cupcakes at someone else's birthday party

B. a trick that a boy plays on his sister and the trick she plays in return

C. a mother who gets mad when her son plays a trick on her daughter

D. a journal that a boy uses to keep a record of the tricks he plays on people

6. Read the following sentences: "He sat in the back of the room, deep in thought. To 

the teacher, it looked like he was taking notes."

What does the phrase deep in thought mean?

A. It means that someone is sitting in a short chair very close to the floor.

B. It means that someone is sitting in a tall chair very far from the floor.

C. It means that someone is thinking a lot about something.

D. It means that someone is not thinking very much about something.

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Rick tricks Emily; _______ Emily tricks Rick.

A. in contrast

B. for instance

C. first

D. then

8. What trick does Emily play on Rick?

At minimum, students should respond that Emily causes Rick's journal to 

be pulled into the fireplace with a string. They may provide additional 

details, such as the use of the motor and Rick's fruitless pursuit of the 

journal.
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How To Trick Your Sister - Comprehension Questions Answer Key

9. Why does Emily play a trick on Rick? Support your answer with evidence from the 

story.

Answers may vary, as long as they are supported by the story. Some 

students may simply respond that Emily plays a trick on Rick because 

Rachel suggests it. Others may infer that Emily wants to get back at Rick 

because he has ruined her birthday party with a trick.

10. How does Emily feel at the end of the story? Explain your answer with evidence 

from the passage.

Answers may vary, as long as they are supported by the passage. Students 

may respond that Emily feels satisfied after taking revenge on her brother. 

She is no longer crying, and the act of licking icing off her finger while 

speaking calmly to her brother suggests that she is no longer upset. 

Students may also respond that because Emily is such an organized 

person, she is probably still upset by the havoc her brother created at her 

birthday party. Playing the trick of burning his journal suggests that she is 

angry with him.
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Factoring Worksheet
List all the factors of the given numbers.

1 a.  93

  
  
  
  
  
 

1 b.  88

  
  
  
  
  
 

2 a.  87

  
  
  
  
  
 

2 b.  87

  
  
  
  
  
 

3 a.  25

  
  
  
  
  
 

3 b.  100

  
  
  
  
  
 

4 a.  20

  
  
  
  
  
 

4 b.  66
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

GCF/LCM Worksheet

Find the greatest common factor of the following numbers.

  1 a. 66,  55
 
 

  1 b. 40,  90
 
 

  2 a. 15,  60
 
 

  2 b. 85,  35
 
 

  3 a. 66,  18
 
 

  3 b. 96,  13
 
 

  4 a. 28,  70
 
 

  4 b. 50,  60
 
 

  5 a. 100,  90
 
 

  5 b. 47,  27
 
 

  6 a. 30,  80
 
 

  6 b. 69,  58
 
 

  7 a. 28,  70
 
 

  7 b. 64,  88
 
 

  8 a. 57,  21
 
 

  8 b. 65,  39
 
 

  9 a. 77,  89
 
 

  9 b. 27,  9
 
 

  10 a. 26,  52
 
 

  10 b. 98,  84
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

GCF/LCM Worksheet

Find the least common multiple of the following numbers.

  1 a. 33,  14
 
 

  1 b. 18,  20
 
 

  2 a. 41,  16
 
 

  2 b. 26,  3
 
 

  3 a. 34,  10
 
 

  3 b. 2,  30
 
 

  4 a. 49,  10
 
 

  4 b. 27,  25
 
 

  5 a. 32,  14
 
 

  5 b. 42,  37
 
 

  6 a. 23,  45
 
 

  6 b. 29,  25
 
 

  7 a. 9,  33
 
 

  7 b. 39,  34
 
 

  8 a. 48,  17
 
 

  8 b. 48,  13
 
 

  9 a. 41,  15
 
 

  9 b. 30,  37
 
 

  10 a. 35,  2
 
 

  10 b. 50,  9
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Decimals Worksheet

Solve.

  1 a. 4.7 – 2.08 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1 b. 4.7 + 2.5 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  2 a. 5.33 – 3.79 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  2 b. 0.54 + 2.5 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  3 a. 2.984 – 0.278 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  3 b. 4.3 + 1.69 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  4 a. 3.2 – 2.465 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  4 b. 1.30 + 3.18 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  5 a. 3.374 – 2.493 = _______
 
 
 
 
 

  5 b. 4.5 – 0.2 = _______
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Decimals Worksheet

Solve.

  1 a. 2.9 × 2.147 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1 b. 7.008 × 2.605 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  2 a. 5.56 × 0.247 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  2 b. 3.28 × 6.053 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  3 a. 1.74 × 7.90 = _______
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  3 b. 4.57 × 7.948 = _______
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Math Worksheet

1 a.  
14  6  2  3  7  0 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

1 b.  
89  4  6  1  0  2 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

2 a.  
11  7  9  3  8  7 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

2 b.  
93  1  4  1  3  6 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

3 a.  
12  3  3  6  4  8 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

3 b.  
61  1  7  6  9  0 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 



Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Decimals Worksheet

Solve. Round the answers to 3 decimals.

  1 a. 126.25 ÷ 0.5 = _________
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1 b. 244.0 ÷ 0.04 = _________
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  2 a. 293.017 ÷ 0.05 = _________
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  2 b. 22.766 ÷ 0.9 = _________
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  3 a. 232.2 ÷ 0.06 = _________
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  3 b. 107.946 ÷ 0.4 = _________
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Fractions Worksheet

  
1 a.  2

1

5
  × 1   =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
1 b.  4

9
  × 8

5

9
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
2 a.  6

3

7
  × 1

5

11
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
2 b.  13

1

2
  × 10

7

10
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
3 a.  8

1

11
  × 4

9
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
3 b.  11

5

6
  × 7

3

5
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
4 a.  4

5

6
  × 5

1

2
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
4 b.  5

1

9
  × 5   =  
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Fractions Worksheet

  
1 a.  3   ÷ 8

5
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
1 b.  12

5
  ÷ 6

8
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
2 a.  1   ÷ 4   =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
2 b.  4

7
  ÷ 10

12
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
3 a.  5

3

7
  ÷ 5

1

12
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
3 b.  7

3
  ÷ 9

3

9
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
4 a.  2   ÷ 11

3
  =  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
4 b.  4

3

5
  ÷ 3   =  
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1-10 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50
11-20 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0

1) -59 > -60

2) -47 < -46

3) -24 > -69

4) -34 < 38

5) -73 < 76

6) -85 > -86

7) -28 < -27

8) -98 < -97

9) -30 < 32

10) -35 < 42

11) -63 > -64

12) -42 < -41

13) -83 < -80

14) -45 > -46

15) -31 > -82

16) -74 < -58

17) -82 < -35

18) -81 < -39

19) -60 > -61

20) -81 < 91

1. >

2. <

3. >

4. <

5. <

6. >

7. <

8. <

9. <

10. <

11. >

12. <

13. <

14. >

15. >

16. <

17. <

18. <

19. >

20. <

     

Use > , < or = to compare.

Comparing Negative Numbers

Math www.CommonCoreSheets.com

Name:

Answers

1



Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Coordinate grid Worksheet

  1 a.

Plot the following points: (-9, -20), (9, 20),
(5, 9), and (4, 20).

  1 b.

Plot the following points: (9, -9), (1, 15),
(-17, 10), and (-3, 8).

  2 a.

Write the coordinates of the points you
see in the image.

  2 b.

Plot the following points: (-6, -3), (6, -5),
(-4, 6), and (13, 12).

Copyright Homeschoolmath.net - www.HomeschoolMath.net/worksheets.  Permission to copy: You are free to copy this worksheet to any
number of students for their mathematics work. Do not distribute on websites, books, or any such material without permission.
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Answers  

1-10 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10 0

1) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

2) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

3) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

4) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

5) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

6) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

7) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

8) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

9) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

10) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

1. 5 5

2. -1 1

3. -4 4

4. 13 13

5. 11 11

6. 0 0

7. -14 14

8. -3 3

9. -4 4

10. 1 1

Understanding Absolute Value

Use the numberlines to find the absolute value.

1
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Graph each point. Then reflect the point in the x-axis. Record the coordinates of 
the reflection. 
 

•  A (1,3), Reflection: _____________ 

•  B (-2,-2) Reflection: _____________ 

•  C (-4,5) Reflection: _____________ 

•  D (2, -5) Reflection: _____________ 

 

 

 

Graph each point. Then reflect the point in the y-axis. Record the coordinates of 
the reflection. 
 

•  A (1,3), Reflection: _____________ 

•  B (-2,-2) Reflection: _____________ 

•  C (-4,5) Reflection: _____________ 

•  D (2, -5) Reflection: ____________ 
 

Reflect each point in the x-axis and y-axis 

Practice: Reflecting Points in the Coordinate 
Plane 

Ordered Pair Reflection in the x-axis Reflection in the y-axis 

(-12,13) 

(4,-9) 

(-10,-8) 
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Answer Key

1 c. 1, 3, 31, 93 1 a. 1, 2, 4, 8, 11, 22, 44, 88

2 a. 1, 3, 29, 87 2 a. 1, 3, 29, 87

3 a. 1, 5, 25 3 a. 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 20, 25, 50, 100

4 a. 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 20 4 a. 1, 2, 3, 6, 11, 22, 33, 66
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Answer Key

  1 a. 11
 

  1 b. 10
 

  2 a. 15
 

  2 b. 5
 

  3 a. 6
 

  3 b. 1
 

  4 a. 14
 

  4 b. 10
 

  5 a. 10
 

  5 b. 1
 

  6 a. 10
 

  6 b. 1
 

  7 a. 14
 

  7 b. 8
 

  8 a. 3
 

  8 b. 13
 

  9 a. 1
 

  9 b. 9
 

  10 a. 26
 

  10 b. 14
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Answer Key

  1 a. 462
 

  1 b. 180
 

  2 a. 656
 

  2 b. 78
 

  3 a. 170
 

  3 b. 30
 

  4 a. 490
 

  4 b. 675
 

  5 a. 224
 

  5 b. 1554
 

  6 a. 1035
 

  6 b. 725
 

  7 a. 99
 

  7 b. 1326
 

  8 a. 816
 

  8 b. 624
 

  9 a. 615
 

  9 b. 1110
 

  10 a. 70
 

  10 b. 450
 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Copyright Homeschoolmath.net - www.HomeschoolMath.net/worksheets.  Permission to copy: You are free to copy this worksheet to any
number of students for their mathematics work. Do not distribute on websites, books, or any such material without permission.

http://www.tcpdf.org


Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Answer Key

1 a. 2.62   1 b. 7.2   

2 a. 1.54   2 b. 3.04   

3 a. 2.706   3 b. 5.99   

4 a. 0.735   4 b. 4.48   

5 a. 0.881   5 b. 4.3   
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Answer Key

1 a. 6.2263   1 b. 18.25584   

2 a. 1.37332   2 b. 19.85384   

3 a. 13.746   3 b. 36.32236   
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Answer Key

1 a. 4455 1 b. 518

2 a. 7217 2 b. 152

3 a. 2804 3 b. 290
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Answer Key

1 a. 252.5   1 b. 6100   

2 a. 5860.34   2 b. 25.296   

3 a. 3870   3 b. 269.865   
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Answer Key

1 a. 2
1

5
1 b. 3

65

81

2 a. 9
27

77
2 b. 144

9

20

3 a. 3
59

99
3 b. 89

14

15

4 a. 26
7

12
4 b. 25

5

9
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Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Answer Key

1 a. 1
7

8
1 b. 3

1

5

2 a. 1

4
2 b. 24

35

3 a. 1
29

427
3 b. 1

4

4 a. 6

11
4 b. 1

8

15
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1-10 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50
11-20 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0

1) -59 > -60

2) -47 < -46

3) -24 > -69

4) -34 < 38

5) -73 < 76

6) -85 > -86

7) -28 < -27

8) -98 < -97

9) -30 < 32

10) -35 < 42

11) -63 > -64

12) -42 < -41

13) -83 < -80

14) -45 > -46

15) -31 > -82

16) -74 < -58

17) -82 < -35

18) -81 < -39

19) -60 > -61

20) -81 < 91

1. >

2. <

3. >

4. <

5. <

6. >

7. <

8. <

9. <

10. <

11. >

12. <

13. <

14. >

15. >

16. <

17. <

18. <

19. >

20. <

     

Use > , < or = to compare.

Comparing Negative Numbers

Math www.CommonCoreSheets.com

Name:

Answers

1

Answer Key



Name: _____________________________________   Date: ______________

Answer Key

  1 a.   1 b. 

  2 a. The points are (16, -6), (0, -8), (13,
-1), and (18, 14)

  2 b. 
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Answers  
Answer  Key

1-10 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10 0

1) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

2) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

3) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

4) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

5) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

6) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

7) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

8) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

9) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

10) a. What is the value of 'A'?

b. How far is 'A' from 0

(absolute value)?

-20 -10 0 10 20

A

1. 5 5

2. -1 1

3. -4 4

4. 13 13

5. 11 11

6. 0 0

7. -14 14

8. -3 3

9. -4 4

10. 1 1

Understanding Absolute Value

Use the numberlines to find the absolute value.

1
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Reflecting Points in the Coordinate Plane 
1.  In your own words, describe what the word reflection means. 

Answers will vary 
2.  You can reflect ordered pairs the x-axis and y-axis. 
3.  Another term for reflection is mirror image.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  To reflect a point in the x-axis, the x-coordinate remains the same and 
the y-coordinate is negated. 

5.  To reflect a point in the y-axis, the y-coordinate remains the same and 
the x-coordinate is negated. 

6.  Graph (4,5) on the grid below. Then reflect it in the x-axis. What are the 
coordinates of the reflection? (4,-5) 

7.  Graph (-2,-4) on the grid below. Then reflect it in the y-axis. What are 
the coordinates of the reflection? (2,-4) 

wA	

wB	

wC	 wD	

> B is a reflection 
of A in the x - axis 
 
> D is a reflection 
of C in the y- axis 

Answer Key 

w(4,5)	

w(4,-5)	

w(-2,-4)	 w(2,-4)	
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Multiplication Table

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

0000 0000000 0

9876 1211105320 1

18161412 2220108640 2

272421 3633301512960 3

36322824 4844402016120 4

453530 605550252015100 5

54484236 7260302418120 6

63564942 847770352821147

645648 968880403224160 8

81726354 1089990453627180

90807060 1201101004030200 10

998866 132121110554433220 11

108968472 1441321206048240 12

0

4

24

18

8

40

66

0

72

9

50

77

36
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Multiply in columns - 2 digit by 3 digit
Grade 4 Multiplication Worksheet

Find the product.

1. 868
62×

2. 995
55×

3. 329
17×

4. 749
11×

5. 188
31×

6. 671
51×

7. 317
86×

8. 807
54×

9. 376
70×
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Multiply in columns - 2 digit by 3 digit
Grade 4 Multiplication Worksheet

Find the product.

1. 868
62

53,816
×

2. 995
55

54,725
×

3. 329
17

5,593
×

4. 749
11

8,239
×

5. 188
31

5,828
×

6. 671
51

34,221
×

7. 317
86

27,262
×

8. 807
54

43,578
×

9. 376
70

26,320
×
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